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PROPOSAL 1 - PROPOSED UPDATE TO POTHOLE DEFINITION / REFERENCE TO TEST HOLE  
(redline follows) 

Pothole (a.k.a., test hole):  Exposure of a facility by safe excavation practices to ascertain the 
precise horizontal and vertical position of underground lines or facilities. Accepted safe 
excavation practices vary by state/local jurisdiction, but the preferred techniques include hand 
digging with extreme caution and/or vacuum excavation. (See Best Practice 5-32).   

Test Hole:  See definition for Pothole.  

 

REDLINE 

Pothole (a.k.a., Ttest hHole): Exposure of a facility by safe excavation practices used to 
ascertain the precise horizontal and vertical position of underground lines or facilities.  
Accepted safe excavation practices vary by state/local jurisdiction, but the preferred techniques 
include hand digging with extreme caution and/or vacuum excavation. (See Best Practice 5-32).   

 


